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For most of us, traveling out of the country means saving a 
few bucks, picking the location and sites, contemplating 
what clothes to pack, updating the passport, booking the 
flight, and going. 
 

For Maria Elena Alas Vida de Mejia, Geovanni Alcides 
Hernandez Rodriguez, Bernardo Guardado Navarrete, and 
Santiago Serrano Mejia, traveling out of the country means 
enduring a complicated community nomination and 
election process to determine who best represents the 
people and needs of Teosinte.  And then comes the waiting 
and relying on the guidance, support and faith of the tour 
promoters from SHARE and from the people of St. 
Sebastian to somehow help arrange for the funds to make 
the trip, including the buying of clothing AND the suitcases 

in which to pack the clothes, medical treatment to ensure 
good health, and petitions to the Salvadoran government 
and the U.S. Embassy to qualify for the questioning process 
that will hopefully result in obtaining a passport to travel.  
Oh, not to mention the need to arrange for family care and 
who will tend the family farm plot while away.   
 
This September 29 – October 10, our three friends from 
Teosinte (Maria Elena, Geovanni, Bernardo) and their co-
traveler (Santiago) from CCR (a Salvadoran regional 
support group) will place their well-being, care, trust, and 
confidence in the people of St. Sebastian.  Our friends are 
coming here on a mission:  a mission to learn as much as 
they can by experiencing our lives, our families, our work 
and church … a mission to share as much as they can about 
their lives and families, work and church, their struggles, 
joys and hopes.  (Continued on Other Side) 
 

  
GGRREEEETTIINNGGSS  FFRROOMM  TTEEOOSSIINNTTEE  
An excerpt from a letter dated 3/24/05: 
 

Receive a warm greeting, hoping this finds you well health-wise and all is going well in your daily endeavors.  Here, all 
is well. 
 
We are very grateful for the second letter (February 23) and the packet of things you sent.  We are taking photos to 
send you.  The cards are really nice, the letters to the children also are precious.  We send a special greeting to the 
children there and hope they keep writing to ours.  We love their drawings.  God bless them for thinking of us. 
 
In regard to the last letter (January 24), we thank you with whole heart for giving us the opportunity to visit you, and I 
think I will be one of those who gets to visit you since the rest of the directiva is in accord with this.  Hopefully it will 
all work out.  In regards to the letter of invitation, we will write another letter soon and tell you our thoughts about the 
person that SHARE wants to send with us and we will tell you more about how we are and how our FMLN party is and 
what the situation in the country in general is like. 
 
Well, brothers and sisters, we send a big hug to each of you.  We send lots of love.  God bless. 
Geovanni Hernandez, Community President 
  

  

SSCCHHOOLLAARRSSHHIIPP  UUPPDDAATTEE
 

The Women's Empowerment Partnership in Eugene, 
Oregon administers the scholarship program for the 
youth of Teosinte.  St. Sebastian supports the scholarship 
program through donations made during Advent as part 
of the Giving Tree.  On April 27th, we received an 
update about the scholarship program from Sylvia 
Gregory, the organization's founder.   
 

Teosinte's school provides education for pre-school 
through ninth grade.  To study beyond ninth grade, 
students must travel to other towns and pay for tuition, 
books, transportation, and uniforms.  Scholarships are 
available to all youth who wish to study high school and 
university.  Each student signs a contract and must 

maintain a 7.0 average on a 10 point grading scale and 
give 150 hours of community service to Teosinte per 
year to continue receiving a scholarship.   
 

This year Teosinte has 18 students in high school in a 
town called Tejutla which is about a one-hour commute 
from Teosinte.  The cost is $635 per year per student.    
Sixteen students are attending university at a cost of 
$936 per year.   
 

When we traveled to Teosinte, we met two “success 
stories”.  Monica and her cousin, Alphonso, both 
graduated from the University of El Salvador in 2002 
with their teaching degrees.  Monica now has a 
permanent teaching job and is principal of the school in 

Looking Ahead … 
 

Mission appeal will be on Sunday October 2, 2005.  We are 
hoping to sell crafts that weekend as well.  So if you missed 
the sale in April, you’ll have a chance to do some early 
Christmas shopping in October. 



a town called El Manzano.  She is studying law on the 
weekends.  Alphonso is principal and teacher of the 
school in Los Naranjos, and is studying social 
organizing and getting his Master’s degree in education 
on the weekends.  We are heartened to see such 
contributions come out of this scholarship program.   

 

 
Alphonso is teaching 7th grade in the remote, distant village of 
Los Naranjos.  He graduated with his teaching degree in 2002, 
having received scholarship support from us during his entire 

University career.  He is also the principal of the school.  
Alfonso visited us at St. Sebastian in June 2001. 

 
 
 
 
NOT A VACATION (Continued from Front) 
 

As the time nears for Maria Elena, Geovanni, Bernardo 
and Santiago to visit, more will be shared and asked of 
the people of St. Sebastian.  The members of the parish 
Teosinte Committee will be seeking assistance with 
folks who can help with transportation and food for our 
visitors.  Importantly, anyone fluent in Spanish will be a 
tremendous help in ensuring our visitors can fully 
connect with the people of St. Sebastian, and us with 
them.  Now is the time to begin praying, anticipating, 
encouraging, and building a foundation of support for 
our Teosinte visitors.


